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Assyria, with northern Babylonia. The very owner-
ship of such territory as this was itself a call to
the making of an empire. To this the Manda had
set themselves, and with extraordinary and rapid
success. While Nebuchadrezzar lived they main-
tained peace with him and offered no threats
against Babylonia. To the north and west their
forces spread. These movements we cannot trace
in detail. From the Manda, who were men of ac-
tion, and not writers of books, there have come to
us no stories of conquest. From the events which
follow, of which we have Babylonian accounts, we
can trace with reasonable certainty, even though
broadly, their progress. As early as 560 B. C.
their border had been extended as far west as the
river Halys, which served as the boundary between
them and the kingdom of Lydia, over which
Croesus, of proverbial memory, was now king
(560-546 B. C.). If no violent end came to a vic-
torious people such as the Manda now were, it
could not be long before the rich plains, the
wealthy cities, and the great waterways of Baby-
lonia would tempt them southward and the great
clash would come. If to such brute force of con-
quest as they had already abundantly shown they
should add gifts for organization and administra-
tion, there was no reason why all their possessions
should not be welded again into a great empire,
as the Assyrians had done before with a large part
of them. Their king was now Astyages,1 or, as

l Sec Prag. 29, Muller-Didot, (Jtezw ChMi tfragmeiHa, p. 45.
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